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of the Upper Monastery the unremitting quest of the Schismatics,
brought to the point of despair, was crowned with success. "The
sun of Orthodoxy," eclipsed in Irgiz, rose with new luster across
the Austrian border.
At the Rogozhsky Council of 1832 the majority of the Priestists
accepted the idea of procuring a bishop. There was no dearth
either of benefactors, such as the outstanding Old Ritualists S.
Gromov and F. Rakhmanov, or of enthusiasts, like Paul Veliko-
dvorsky, all prepared to sacrifice their fortunes and labor to the
cause. It was the ideal of the Priestists to find a true Old Orthodox
bishop, who kept the ancient faith sacred and intact; yet had they
been practical, they would have understood the hopelessness of
such a quest. To appease their consciences the leader of this move-
ment, Paul Velikodvorsky, went to the Orthodox East, but before
he ended his travels he realized that the neighboring Turkish and
Austrian provinces would be far more suitable places for action
and search than Persia, Egypt, Palestine, and Syria. Just across the
Austrian frontier, in Bukowina, he found several small Schismatic
settlements that had obtained from the Austrian Emperor in 1783
(the time of their emigration) the right of full religious freedom.
Upon this "patent'* of Joseph II, Paul Velikodvorsky based his plan
to apply for an official permit which would allow the inhabitants
of Bela Krynitsa, one of these settlements, to have their own bishop.
Notwithstanding the innumerable difficulties presented by the local
authorities and population, Paul finally attained his end in -submit-
ing the problem to the highest authorities and to the Emperor.
Having been granted permission to establish a bishopric in Bela
Krynitsa, he sought someone willing to become founder of the
Schismatic hierarchy. But, while he was wandering through Syria,
Palestine, and Egypt, the emigrants in Constantinople were con-
sidering several possible candidates among the bishops who had no
bishoprics. One of them, Ambrose, who at the request of the Turk-
ish government had been excluded by the Patriarch from his dio-
cese in Bosnia for supporting a popular movement against the
local pasha, accepted the Schismatics' offer. In 1846 he was es-
tablished in Bela Krynitsa, and in accordance with the previously
concluded agreement ordained his successor from the ranks of the
local Schismatics. This was timely, for in less than a year, upon